
Questions 
 
Q1. 
  

Answer the question with a cross in the box you think is correct . If you change 
your mind about an answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your new 
answer with a cross . 

The diagram shows a nephron. 

 

Which labelled parts of this nephron would normally contain glucose? 

(1) 
   A    W only 
   B    W and X 
   C    W, X, and Y 
   D    W, X, Y, and Z 

 
  

(Total for question = 1 mark) 
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Q2. 
  
Negative feedback control of blood plasma concentration is an example of homeostasis. 

A student investigated the effect of drinking water on the volume of urine produced. 

The student drank one dm3 of water and waited for half an hour. The student then  
collected the urine produced every 30 minutes for four hours. 

The graph shows the results of this investigation. 

 

(i)  Determine the total volume of urine produced during the first two hours. 

(1) 

 
 
 

Answer ........................................................... cm3 

(ii)  Explain the role of negative feedback in the control of blood plasma 

concentration during the first hour after drinking water. 
(4) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(Total for question = 5 marks) 
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Q3. 
  

Mammals produce urea as a nitrogenous waste product. 

The table shows the concentrations of molecules and ions in the blood plasma of the kidney, 
in the filtrate produced in Bowman's capsule and in the bladder. 

 

(i)  Name the process by which this filtrate is produced in Bowman's capsule. 

(1) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(ii)  Analyse the data to explain the difference between the protein and the other molecules 
or ions in the filtrate in Bowman's capsule. 

(3) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(iii)  Urea and chloride ions both become more concentrated as they pass from Bowman's 
capsule to the urine in the bladder. 

Calculate how many more times urea becomes concentrated compared with chloride 
ions. 

(3) 

 
 
 
 
 

Answer ...........................................................  
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(iv)  Analyse the data to explain the glucose concentration in the bladder. 

(2) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(v)  Explain how the loop of Henlé is involved in the production of concentrated urine. 

(5) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................   

(Total for question = 14 marks) 
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Q4. 
  

The diagram shows a section through a mammalian kidney. 

 

* The renal (Bowman's) capsule is part of each nephron found in the kidney. 

The graph shows the concentration ratios of three solutes in different parts of the nephron 
compared with their concentrations in the renal capsule. 
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Explain the changes in the concentration ratios of these solutes in the different parts of the 
nephron. 

(6) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 6 marks) 
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Q5. 
  

Mammals produce urea as a nitrogenous waste product. 

Describe how urea is produced in mammals. 

(2) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 2 marks) 
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Q6. 
  

Answer the questions with a cross in the boxes you think are correct . If you 
change your mind about an answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your 
new answer with a cross . 

(i)  Which of the following statements about facilitated diffusion are correct? 

(1) 
1. substances move through membrane proteins  
2. substances move against a concentration gradient  
3. substances move down a concentration gradient  
4. substances move between phospholipids 
   A    1 and 2 
   B    1 and 3 
   C    2 and 3 
   D    2 and 4 

 
(ii)  The collecting duct is also part of the nephron. 

Which of the following are the effects of increased release of antidiuretic hormone 
(ADH)? 

(1) 
   A    decreased permeability of the collecting duct to water, producing more 

concentrated urine 
   B    decreased permeability of the collecting duct to water, producing more dilute 

urine 
   C    increased permeability of the collecting duct to water, producing more 

concentrated urine 
   D    increased permeability of the collecting duct to water, producing more dilute 

urine 

 
  

(Total for question = 2 marks) 
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Q7. 
  

The diagram shows a cell from the proximal convoluted tubule of the nephron. 

 

Explain how the features shown in the diagram enable this cell to carry out its function. 

(4) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 4 marks) 
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Q8. 
  

The photograph shows a wood mouse, Apodemus sylvaticus. 

 

A scientist measured the population size of these mice living in a woodland habitat. 

The scientist used the capture-mark-recapture method (CMR) to sample the population. 

This is the CMR method used by the scientist: 

 

•  randomly place mammal traps in the woodland for one day 

•  put a coloured band on a leg of each captured mouse (S1) 

•  release these marked mice 

•  after one week place mammal traps in the woodland again for one day 

•  count the number of mice captured (S2) 

•  count the number of mice with leg bands in this second sample (L).  

Wood mice are small mammals. 

They cannot maintain their body temperature and will die if left in the trap for a long period of 
time. 

Explain why wood mice cannot maintain their body temperature if left in the trap. 

(4) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(Total for question = 4 marks) 
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Q9. 
  

Mammals produce urea as a nitrogenous waste product. 

Bowman's capsule (renal capsule) in the kidney is involved in the excretion of urea in 
mammals. 

Name the cluster of blood capillaries enclosed by Bowman's capsule. 

(1) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 1 mark) 
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Q10. 
  
Acetylcholine is a neurotransmitter released by neurones in the autonomic nervous system. 

Capsaicin is a substance found in chilli plants that makes them taste 'hot.' 

Capsaicin binds to temperature receptor proteins called TPV receptors. This stimulates 
impulses along sensory neurones that send impulses to the brain. 

The effect of capsaicin on the depolarisation of the membrane of a sensory neurone was 
investigated. The potential difference across the membrane was measured at two places on 
the sensory neurone after adding capsaicin. 

The results for a high concentration and a low concentration of capsaicin are shown in the 
diagram. 

 

(i)  Explain the effect of capsaicin on the depolarisation of the sensory neurone. 

(3) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  
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*(ii) Capsaicin affects sweat production. It has been suggested that capsaicin could be used 
to lower the temperature of people with fevers. 

The effect of three different doses of capsaicin on sweat production was investigated. 
Five students took one 10 mg tablet of capsaicin each day, for one week. 
The mass of sweat produced from a 10 cm2 area of skin was measured one hour after 
taking each tablet of capsaicin. 
The mean mass of sweat per square centimetre of skin for the group of students was 
calculated for each day. 
This was repeated with different groups of students taking 50 mg of capsaicin and taking 
100 mg of capsaicin. 
Most of the students who were given 100 mg of capsaicin reported a burning sensation 
and redness of the skin. 
The results are shown in the graph. 
Error bars represent standard deviations. 

 

Analyse the data to discuss the use of capsaicin to lower the temperature of people with 
fevers. 

(6) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  
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 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 9 marks) 
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Q11. 
  

The diagram shows a nephron. 

 

Oedema is an accumulation of tissue fluid. This is due to less tissue fluid being returned to 
the blood capillaries. 

(i)  Explain how tissue fluid is returned to capillaries. 

(3) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  
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(ii)  Furosemides are drugs that are used to reduce oedema. They are diuretics that increase 
urine production. 

Furosemides reduce the active transport of sodium ions by the loop of Henle. 

Explain how furosemides cause an increase in urine production. 

(4) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

  

(Total for question = 7 marks) 
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Q12. 
  

The diagram shows a section through a mammalian kidney. 

 

Which row of the table names the parts of the kidney labelled in the diagram? 

(1) 

 

  

(Total for question = 1 mark) 
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Q13. 
  

The diagram shows a section through a mammalian kidney. 

 

The table shows information about substances found in the blood and in the filtrate in the 
renal (Bowman's) capsule. 

 

Analyse the data to explain the ratios of these substances. 

(3) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(Total for question = 3 marks) 
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Q14. 
  
Negative feedback control of blood plasma concentration is an example of homeostasis. 

A student investigated the effect of drinking water on the volume of urine produced. 

The student drank one dm3 of water and waited for half an hour. The student then  
collected the urine produced every 30 minutes for four hours. 

The graph shows the results of this investigation. 

 

The next day the student drank one dm3 of dilute salt solution with the same  
water potential as blood plasma. 

The student waited half an hour and collected the urine produced every  
30 minutes for four hours. 

Sketch a graph to predict the results. 

(1) 

 

(Total for question = 1 mark) 
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Q15. 
  

A student investigated the effect of the concentration of sodium chloride solution on blood. 

The student set up six test tubes, each with a different concentration of sodium chloride 
solution. 

Five drops of blood were added to each test tube. 

The appearance of the solutions was then recorded. 

Samples of each solution were observed using a light microscope. 

The table shows the results of this investigation. 

 

(i)  State the part of the brain responsible for osmoregulation. 

(1) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(ii)  Explain how, on a very hot day, the brain ensures that the water potential of the blood 
remains constant. 

(4) 

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................  

(Total for question = 5 marks) 
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Mark Scheme 
 
Q1. 
  

 
  
 
 
Q2. 
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Q3. 
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Q4. 
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Q5. 
  

 

  

 
 
Q6. 
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Q7. 
  

 

  

 
 
Q8. 
  

 

  

 
 
Q9. 
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Q10. 
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Q11. 
  

 

 

  

 
 
Q12. 
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Q13. 
  

 

  

 
 
Q14. 
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Q15. 
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